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Youth violence 

Youth violence plays a huge part in modern-day society. There have been 

countless victims here in America as well as in other places. I am here to 

address this matter because this violence has not only affected others but also 

me. Violence has affected my life in various ways. I remember when I was about 

four or five years old, my older cousin Eva had run out on Christmas Day with her 

then-boyfriend Anthony without permission, we called her to ask her to come 

home and no matter how much I begged she kept repeating the same thing 

"Nothing is going to happen, Summer, I will be okay." Later that evening she was 

found dead in the snow with a gunshot wound to the head. My 

Seventeen-year-old, five-month-old pregnant cousin had been shot by her 

boyfriend. That day gave us my little cousin Lailani who was her child and now 

I've been taking care of her for eight years and she is now nine years old. I've 

been taking care of her since I was five and it's affected me because she is 

disabled and it's way different than taking care of a standard child, but I'm happy 

that she made it. I also remember that over the summer, my cousin Samiir had 

been shot by one of his friends with a gun and he also didn't make it, he was only 

nineteen years old. This really hurt me when I found out because I saw him three 

years prior to the accident and right before I was supposed to see him, he died. 

This violence has affected me in many ways for as long as I can remember and 

it's still happening today. 

Most people who use this violent behavior don't have motives but 

some of them do. The most common reason why people resort to violence like 

this is that things may go on at home or something goes on at school. People 

who go through bullying are some of the main people that use this violent 

behavior. This bullying could be active during school hours or when they are at 

home, I have experienced bullying based on my race and the way that I look and 

that has caused me to have some suicidal thoughts. People may also use this 

behavior because of harassment or abuse they have experienced. When I was in 

6th grade I had been sexually harassed by one of my classmates and that 

incident caused me to act out toward him, and when my brother was in his late 



teenage years, he went through substance abuse, which caused him to act out 

and he went to jail on gun and drug possession charges and I didn't see him for 

four years. But one of the biggest reasons why people use violence is because 

they are exposed to this type of violence at home or they may see things with 

violence in it, but when they see actions like those take place, those people may 

think it's okay for them to use that behavior, and some even think it's "cool" to act 

out in the form of violence. Those things are serious matters and can cause 

violent behavior that could affect others around them. 

Youth violence is a very hard thing to stop, and people have tried to 

do it for years but there are many failed attempts. Although it may be difficult to 

stop this, there is one thing that may help prevent youth violence, and that is just 

to start checking up on your children. Parents and guardians need to start 

checking up on and paying attention to their children's behavior, because maybe 

if they talk to them about what may be bothering them it can prevent them from 

taking it out on people that did nothing wrong, but one way I can help is to also 

go and observe people's behavior and when I see someone that might be sad 

and check up on them and see what they might need, or when I see someone 

being mistreated or when there are clear signs of them being mistreated, I can 

talk to them and get them the help they need. But what people need to do is to 

listen to people and pay attention to people when they show signs of violent 

behavior because people in today's society stopped caring about those signs and 

have become desensitized to this type of behavior and it has caused those 

people to be more apathetic towards those people which makes the situation 

worse. Maybe if we listen to them, we will hear the cry for help that they have 

been giving us and maybe we can stop youth violence. 



It Only Takes One Bullet

On April 9, 2016 I lost my godmother Lauren Membreno due to gun violence who was only 23,
she was a very important person in my life. She always had the brightest mood even when she
was at her lowest. She was always around me and my family and helped out my mom when she
worked extra shifts. She'd always find things for us to do whether it was going to the park,
coloring, or she’d create stuff using what she had at home. The night she was shot I was home
with my grandma, she got a call and she started crying out of nowhere as her husband rushed
into the room I was trying to figure out what had happened. I didn't know what to do so I went
into my room and waited for my mom to get home. When my mom arrived she asked my
grandma what happened. I only knew Spanish to a certain level at the time so I had no idea what
she said. When my mom entered the room I asked what happened she looked at me with pain in
her eyes and said “Lauren was shot”. The room went silent. I froze not knowing what to do or
say so I just cried. My family and I rushed to the hospital as soon as we could, there we found
more family. We spent almost four hours at the hospital that night. I wasn't able to see my
godmother for one last time because I was too young and those were the hospital rules. The day
of her funeral is a day I'll never forget, all the tears, sad faces, and goodbyes.

Youth violence is caused by so many different things whether it's through social media or seen in
person. Nowadays teens around the ages of fourteen to eighteen are more affected by youth
violence than others, especially through social media. Teenagers see pictures or videos of people
having guns and showing them off, they then think it's cool and content like this puts them in
great danger. They have the need to be like others and they then end up joining gangs, and using
weapons. The worst part of all this is the risk youths put on their life by making these decisions.

I think of many ways for the community to make a stop to youth violence. I think schools should
open up more after school clubs such as in, sports, music, games, organizations, etc. Clubs like
these will give the students a better chance to hang out with their friends and peers after school
so that way they are not outside worried about what could happen. We should also get more
security inside buildings as in libraries, public gyms, and stores. This would give our community
a better chance of more peace.

In conclusion I believe violence can be started by the environment we grow up in, or how we
were raised. I also understand that not everyone may not have gone through the same things I
have. But we should all be able to support each other and care for one another when we need it.

Jade Cano 
Rachel Carson Elementary School



The Streets
Alone in the streets, I can hear,
The sound of footsteps coming near,
From the darkness a shadow appeared,
I could see their smile as I gasped in fear,
My highschool bully was back,
He stood in front of me, clutching his bat,
“Miss me?” He said as he laughed,
I wanted to run, but I was trapped,
He came closer and closer, raising his bat,
He grabbed my arm and SMACK,
I fell to the ground, blood dripping from my nose,
I tried to escape, but I was too slow,
He grabbed my hoodie and pulled me back,
He balled his fists up and WHACK,
My eye was swollen and my teeth were cracked,
I opened my mouth, too scared to scream,
Instead I told him, “Why me?”
“Because you're too weak to say anything, you won’t fight, you're a loser!” He said,
Those words filled my head with nothing but dread,
He hit me a few more times until he was done with me,
He let go of my arms and let me be,
Back into the darkness he went,
Vanishing, and ending my torment,
Frozen in fear, I collapsed on the sidewalk all alone,
I sat there for a few more minutes until I ran back home,

It’s been a few weeks since the incident, and I’m still living in fear,
Sometimes I lie awake at night, my eyes filled with tears,
“Am I really that weak?” I say in my head,
Sometimes, I just wish I was dead,
If only there was an end to bullying and pain,
We don’t need anymore bullies, we need a change!
Maybe instead of taking our anger out on others,
We could try to solve issues by talking to one another,
If we all stepped in, we could really make a difference,
But if we don’t, the bullies will continue to remain victorious.

Chloe J. Custodio 
Columbia Explorers Academy
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Eternal Cycle 

Tell me, what if thou can't move forward? 

What shall happen when there are more lives lost than created? 

Now, even the youth bear arms. 

Shooting each other. 

Triggering bombsl 

Thou has to stand up. 

Thou has to speak. 

Thou shall not tum the other cheek. 

Indifference further suppresses the weak. 

You See. 

Where rm from, the thought of hope is almost but a lie. 

When you live In fear, why wouldn't you agree? 

They say that it's because of this •new technology-. 

But this is something far in the making 

The cause of this youth violence is over-reliance on anti-social peers, 



poor parental supervision, 

alcohol and drug abuse, 

poor educational or employment potential, 

I could go on end on, but I'd be here all day. 

You see, there are many factors at play. 

Everyday. 

I go.outside and there's one thought on my mind. 

iwit1 I die today?" 

I have to look over my shoulder every minute. 

I walk at a faster pace because with every second my chances of living decay. 

You See. 

In these streets, violence almost seems to beckon. 

On these streets, addicts keep begging 

On these streets, 

everyone cries out for help from others. 

But they think, -why Would I do sornething if it's not affecting Me?· 

And to that, I agree. 



Let us be the change we want to see. 

After all, we made these streets. 
Literally. 

All we need is unity. 

The kids want to gang�bang because they want to fit in 

It's such a shame when you hate your own skin. 

The cause of this violence is trying to get in with people to whom you shouldn't even be 
talking. 

It's killing them within 

Internal pain causes an eternal cycle 

So ret us break the cycle of munity. 

After all, isn't this our community?! 

Make amends with your nonchalance. 

'What can YOU do to help the situation?" 

·How wilJ YOU prevent your people's incarceration r

I start with the poem I wrote. 

But I will only stop once all my people have hope. 

Poems aren't the only thing tho. 

The music I wrote talks about our strife. 



I try to help the only way I know, 

I Write. 

Now lend an ear because talking Is a way to cope. 

take a stand! 

Speak out! 

Do something man.! 

There are so many ways to help a friend 

And I encourage you to do what I did, 

Help your friends. 

I refuse for the cycle to start again! 

The cycle shall not win. 
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